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EDITORIAL 


A WORLD-WIDE SOCIAL HYGIENE DAY AND THE YEAR'S WORK 


As this number of the JouRNAL goes to press National Social Hygiene 
Day-Week-Month is in full swing. The slogan, Protect the Family— 
Stamp out VD! echoes from coast to coast, from Hudson Bay to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and this year the reverberations even spread across 
the ocean, for Congresswoman Frances Payne Bolton’s fine address, 
A New Day in Health and Welfare, given at the Association’s 36th 
Annual Meeting in Washington on February 2, was recorded by the 
U.S. State Department for broadcasting in a dozen different languages 
by the Voice of America. 


Social Hygiene Day was also the occasion for the debut of the 
Association’s Annual Report, New Approaches to Old Objectives, 
prepared by Executive Director Dr. Walter Clarke and the ASHA 
staff. The JourNAL presents this report, and President Mather’s 
introductory letter, with pleasure and pride, as the record of progress 
in a memorable and busy vear. 


*At this time also Telenews photographed for the newsreels and television the 
presentation to Mrs. Bolton of the 1949 William Freeman Snow Award for 
Distinguished Service to Humanity, with Mr. Mather bestowing the Medal, and 
Dr. Snow and USPHS Surgeon General Leonard A. Scheele, also an Annual 
Meeting speaker, as interested onlookers. The Congressional Record of February 
» printed Mrs. Bolton’s speech in full, and she arranged for distribution to 
her colleagues in the House and Senate copies of the Award citation together with 
Dr. Clarke’s Annual Report. The full Proceedings of the Annual Meeting, 
including the addresses by Mrs. Bolton and General Scheele, will appear in the 
April JourNAL, Seth Anniversary Number. Meanwhile Dr. Scheele’s remarks are 
available in preprint form (Publication No, A-754—5 cents), and the ASHA Publie 
Information Service will be glad to send on request the Congressional Record 
reprint of Mrs. Bolton ’s address 
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NEW APPROACHES TO OLD OBJECTIVES 


Annual Report of the American Social Hygiene Association 
for the Year 1948 


WALTER CLARKE, M.D. 

Executive Director 
FirwLy underlying the philosophy of social hygiene is the principle 
that venereal diseases, prostitution and sex delinquency, broken homes 
and family life failures, while in themselves tragic emergency prob- 
lems, are usually symptoms of personal maladjustment to the sex 
drive in life. 

The social hygiene working program, as it wrestles with these 
emergency problems, at the same time presses forward, through 
education for high standards of sex conduct and through provision 
of good environment, towards the long-range goal of a healthy, happy 
people, aware of the true values of sex and conditioned to the right 
use of this basie life element. 

The Association’s founders built their hopes on the belief that 


this long-range goal could be reached by such means, and those 
who came after have steadily supported this belief with such 


positive action and etforts as have been possible, with the available 


funds and facilities 


In 1948 it has been gratifying to the Association to receive 
confirmation of its principles, and approval of the methods developed 
in its thirty-five vears’ experience, from a number of new sources. 


Among these *‘new approaches to old objectives’ were two of 
special importance. One was the consensus revealed by the wide- 
spread publicity and controversy occasioned by the so-called ‘* Kinsey 
Report’? on Serual Behavior in the Human Male. The impressive 
data presented in the searching analysis and evaluation of that Report 
by the distinguished scientists, philosophers and religious leaders 
who participated in the Association’s March-April symposium = con- 
firmed definitely the experience of social hygiene authorities, and 
may be considered to represent the majority opinion among those 
concerned with positive education and character-building. This 
group agreed that: 

Newrual patterns begin to form very carly in life and are vitally 
influenced by the total cnvvonment in which the individual 
PASSES infaney, childhood and youth. The N¢ patterns reflect 
the cultural milicu in which people grow and develop. Educa- 
tional levels and religious convictions appear very miportant 
mn providing effective motivations to serual, as to other socially 


significant behavior. 
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These conclusions are hopeful, for they imply that forces which 
enlighten and support the individual personality, as long contended 
by the Association, do improve and safeguard sexual behavior, and 
these forees, to some degree at least, are subject to control and 
direction. 


The publication of this Symposium by the Association under the 
title Problems of Serual Behavior * is helping many leaders to con- 
sider these problems in their appropriate relation to other pertinent 
fields of knowledge, which is, of course, the only scientifically sound 
Way to consider them 


Further testimony to the soundness of social hygiene principles 
was recorded in another *‘new approach,’’ when the U.S. Army, in 
its social hygiene program at the Fort Knox UMT Experimental 
Unit showed that education, leadership, and supportive environment, 
under favorable conditions can so greatly reduce sexual promiscuity 
that venereal diseases almost cease to be a serious problem. The 
report of this experiment, as described by Major General John M 
Devine at the Association’s Annual Meeting in New York last Feb- 
ruary, published in the JouRNAL or SociaL HyGrene, aroused wide 
interest. In current character guidance activities the lessons learned 
at Fort Knox are beginning to be applied to the training of all Army, 
Navy and Air Force personnel. 


This vital program, which depends for its success as much on the 
action of civilian communities as upon those of military establish- 
ments, presents a direct challenge to all who believe that good char- 
acter is the best safeguard against sexual vice and venereal infections, 
as well as the best assurance of satisfying sex life in’ family 
relationships. 


The role of the Association in this charaeter guidance program is 
described briefly in this report in connection with our National 
Defense activities 


While welcoming the increased interest in this area, and endeavor- 
ing to cooperate with and orient efforts of other agencies and indi- 
viduals to deal realistically with the broad determining factors in 
sexual behavior, the Association has vigorously continued its own 
work on the positive aspects of the social hygiene program. Our 
program has gone steadily forward for preparation of teachers and 
parents to play their essential role in enlightenment and guidance 
to youth. The building and direction of public opinion in support 
of specific social hygiene activities needed, both nationally and 
locally, has been continued The translation of such opinion into 
fective community action has been urged 


But this emphasis on such constructive efforts does not mean 
that the direct. specifie drive against venereal disease and _ prostitu- 
tion has ceased or has been neglected. On the contrary, sueh work 
has grown and expanded, as indicated in the following pages. It 


* See page 69. 
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is an indispensable part of the social hygiene program, not only 
because VD and prostitution are menaces to health and morals, but 
because they are savage enemies of strong family life—wrecking 
family happiness and destroying the good family environment neces- 
sary for development of healthy patterns of human behavior. 


Looking Ahead 


It is anticipated that 1949 will see the Association continuing, in 
collaboration with official and private agencies, the emphasis on new 
approaches to old objectives. There is now a better understanding 
than ever before of the size and nature of the social hygiene problems 
confronting America and indeed all of western civilization. There 
are also more effective instruments, and better trained intellects 
to use them, in fighting against the venereal diseases, prostitution 
and all deleterious factors in the environment, and for enlightenment 
and protection of youth. These are reasons for faith in the future. 


The position taken by the U. S. Armed Forces in emphasizing 
character guidance, the influence of the President’s Committee on 
Moral and Spiritual Guidance in the Armed Forces, the steady sup- 
port of the Federal Security Agency’s Public Health Service for 
the broad objectives of the Association, the reactivation of the United 
Service Organizations and its aid to the Association’s national defense 
activities—all these developments are evidence that the broad policy 
of the Association’s founders has been accepted and is supported. 


For this reason the year 1948, the thirty-fifth of the ASHA 
endeavor, becomes especially memorable. We can go forward into 
1949 with renewed confidence in the Association’s ability to acecom- 
plish its mission. 


ASHA IS ALERTED FOR AID IN NATIONAL DEFENSE 


Under date of June 15, after preliminary conferences, the Honorable 
Oscar R. Ewing, Federal Security Administrator, and Chairman of 
the U. S. Interdepartmental Venereal Disease Control Committee,* 
wrote on behalf of the Committee to President Mather, requesting that 
the Association undertake the following assignment: 


* This Committee, appointed by President Roosevelt during the recent war, 
is composed of representatives of the Army, Navy, the Air Force, the National 
Defense Establishment as such, the Public Health Service, the Federal Security 
Ageney as such, the Department of Justice and other Federal agencies as may 
be required. The American Social Hygiene Association, representing the volun 
tary viewpoint, serves as an advisory member agency. 


This is the group which, under the famous Eight-point Agreement for Venereal 
Disease Control, spearheaded and coordinated the wartime program which 
achieved “the lowest VD rate in wartime history.” The Agreement, which calls 
for the active cooperation of the State Departments of Health, and of the state 
and community social hygiene societies and other voluntary groups, was revised 
n 1946 to cover peacetime conditions (see JOURNAL OF SoctaL HYGIENE, June, 
1946), and has recently been reviewed again as. re 


national defense, 


gards present needs for 
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“To act as advisor to Central Armed Forces Disciplinary Control Board 
of the National Defense Establishment in matters pertaining to civilian 
community education and the repression of prostitution. 


“To continue and expand services to supply confidential data regarding 
prostitution conditions in the environs of military establishments. 


“To give consideration to performing the functions of the Federal 
Social Protection Division, which no longer exists. 


“To make available to the Armed Forces, on request, educational mate- 
rial and advisory services. 


“To bring citizen support to good law enforcement, social treatment 
and individual health education through the home, the church, and the 
school.” 


Meanwhile the Association’s Board of Directors had authorized 
reactivation of our Committee on National Defense Activities, with 
the following members 

a Ip R. MatTuer 

Dr. GrorGE Baeur Dr. WILLIAM F. Snow 

Mrs. DwiGHT S, PERRIN VicE-ADMIRAL CHARLES 8S. STE 

MAJOR-GENERAL IR\ iJ. PuILLIP son, U.S.N. (retired 

son, U.S.A. etiret Dr. Ray LyMAN WILBUR 


This Committee recommended acceptance of the proposed assign- 
ment, and considered and approved a general plan presented by the 
Executive Director for national defense activities 


It was recognized by all concerned that special financing 


A Plan) would be necessary to enable the Association to fulfill this 
and a assignment President Mather wrote to Dr. Lindsley F. 
Budget Kimball, President of the United Service Organizations, 

transmitting to him a statement of the proposed program 


together with a budget and supporting documents. The program 
included all of the services which the Interdepartmental Venereal 
Disease Control Committee had requested the Association to furnish 
The plan of operation included re-establishment of our Washington 
Office for laison with the National Defense Establishment, and oftices 
in the six regions corresponding to Army-Air Force Areas, for 
liaison and cooperation with the Army, Navy, and Air Foree per- 
sonnel, civilian health and law enforcement and welfare agencies, 
and the appropriate voluntary social hygiene and welfare societies 
and committees. The plan also provided for national defense services 
to be furnished from the Association’s headquarters in New York, 
including increased local studies of prostitution and related condi- 
tions, production of educational materials, and supervisory functions 
A total budget of $262,000 per annum was estimated to be necessary 
and an allocation from the USO of $110,000 for the last six months 
of 1948 was requested 


Favorable action by the United Service Organizations permitted 
the Association to launch its national defense activities. A subsequent 
action taken in) December, 1948, assures continued USO support. at 
least until uly Ist, 1949. By that time the Federal Government, 
the USO. the President’s Committee on Moral and Spiritual Guid- 
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ance and the Association will have determined what the future of 
social hygiene national defense activities should be. 


To implement this project the Association, during July, 
Operation August and September, recruited, trained and assigned 
ASHA in to field positions a highly competent group of workers. 
Action The Washington Liaison Office was opened on Septem- 
ber 1. 13y October 1, field offices were established in 
Chicago, Atlanta, San Antonio and San Francisco,* and the national 
headquarters in New York had been expanded to house tield repre- 
sentatives for the New England and Central Atlantic States. Addi- 
tional scientific field assistants were assigned for confidential studies 
of prostitution and related conditions. Some additions were made 
in the headquarters staff for supervisory, educational and clerical 
work. 


To launch the project in the field, conferences were held with the 
national and regional officers of the Armed Forces, with civilian health 
and law enforcement authorities, and with social hygiene groups, 
establishing excellent rapport throughout the country. Field repre- 
sentatives are now serving as advisors to the local and regional Joint 
Armed Forees Disciplinary Control Boards, which have responsibility 
for military police action against dangerous resorts and areas, and 
with the Armed Forces Character Guidance Councils which are 
developing positive programs in support of high standards of conduct. 
Our Washington Liaison Office serves as a two-way channel to and 
from Federal and national voluntary agencies for information and 
advice regarding national defense activities. 


One of the first services to be rendered in connection 
Prostitution with the Assoviation’s national defense assignment was 
ona Far-off a study of prostitution conditions in the Territory of 
Front Alaska, an area increasingly important to the national 
security. In response to a request from the Interdepart- 
mental Committee, a team of scientific field workers, headed by Paul 
M. Kinsie, ASHLA Director of Legal and Social Protection, spent a 
month in this area. Leaving New York on June 15, they returned 
July 15, having surveyed twelve Alaskan cities, as indicated in the 
map. Prostitution conditions generally throughout the Territory 
were found to be very bad. Reports of the survey findings were 
promptly presented to the Chairman and all members of the Inter- 
departmental Committee, and detailed information was placed in the 
hands of an officer of the U. S. Public Health Serviee prior to his 
departure for Alaska to undertake remedial action. 


Great satisfaction has been expressed regarding the speed and thor- 
oughness with which this study was completed. 


“See pages 56 and 57 for full addresses and map showing ASHA Regional 
Offices in relation to Army Air Foree Arenas, Naval Distriets and Publie Health 


Service Regions. 
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In mainland USA, here and there throughout the coun- 
try, although as this is written the project has been in 
eight operation only three months, improvements in local condi- 
States tions already have been noted as a direct result of Associa- 
tion activities. In one Middle Atlantie port city of great 
importance to the Navy, local authorities have been stimulated to 
close up numerous vicious resorts frequented by servicemen. In a 
New England city several notorious taverns, for long places of 
encounter of Navy men with prostitutes, have been placed *‘ off limits”’ 
for members of the Armed Forces. A Texas city near large Army 
and Air Force establishments has closed most, if not all, brothels 
frequented by servicemen. Work is progressing in many other eom- 
munities which are ‘‘leave areas’’ or visited by large numbers of 
soldiers, sailors and airmen for any reason 


Thus the Association is maintaining its record for patriotic service 
in times of national need. It is a special privilege to be enabled 
to work so closely with the nation’s Armed Forees in protecting the 
health and moral welfare of our voung men in the serviees, through 
the new program emphasizing character, good citizenship and personal 
discipline,—all fundamentals of the long-range social hygiene program. 
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Numerous letters expressing approval of our national 
“We Value defense activities have been received. A few excerpts 
Your from these may properly be made a part of this 


Help ea report: 


From a Lieutenant-General, Air Force Commanding Officer: 

“During the past four to six weeks the members of the Character 
Guidance Council of this Headquarters have become closely associated 
with the American Social Hygiene Association. The help extended to 
the Armed Services by your Association in the fields of character guidance 
and venereal disease control has been of great assistance.” 


From a Major General, Air Surgeon, U. S. Air Force: 

“L have been familiar with your organization’s activities and feel that 
they have made a fine contribution towards protecting the health and 
welfare of USAF personnel in civilian communities.” 


From a Captain, Staff Medical Officer, U. S. Navy: 

“Your visit with this command last Wednesday was very much appre- 
ciated and Lam sure that the services of your Association will prove to 
be most valuable to us. Be assured that we will be most happy to work 
with you on any occasion and te receive any representative of your 
Association at any time.” 


From a Colonel, Adjutant General, Army Ground Division: 

“It is consensus of opinion of these officers (the Provost) Marshal and 
Surgeon of Army Area) that the efforts and action of the members of the 
American Social Hygiene Association have been excellent and of invaluable 
issistance to the Armed Forces Disciplinary Control Board in accomplish- 
ing liaison with various boards, in furnishing data regarding prostitution 
and in rendering constructive suggestions.” 


During the next year the Association’s national defense pro- 

In eram, While proceeding along lines already laid down in the 

1949 states and communities, will be extended especially to include 

areas Where young military men are most likely to be exposed 

to the dangers of prostitution and VD, and so most need social hygiene 

safeguards. Among these areas are the Territory of Alaska as men- 
tioned above, and the cities on the USA-Mexico Border. 


If the project can be maintained and extended as planned, and local 
cooperation broadened, the next twelve months should see a definite 
improvement in social hygiene conditions in all areas where needed, 
with greater social hygiene safety for both military and _ civilian 
citizens, and so better opportunity for the growth of American family 


life. 


DIVISION OF LEGAL AND SOCIAL PROTECTION 


This Division deals with the many Jegal, law enforcement and pro- 
tective aspects of social hygiene, conducts confidential studies of loeal 
prostitution conditions and environmental influences, such as viola- 
tions of liquor laws, which contribute to sex delinqueney and viee. 
The Division on request advises state and community agencies 
regarding requirements of sound social hygiene laws and regulations. 
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During the last four months of 1948 the Division recruited, trained 
and assigned to duty additional scientific field assistants to help earry 
out the social protection aspects of the Association’s National Defense 
assignment. 


The nation-wide survey made by the Association 

Commercialized during 1948 in 213 communities of 42 states and 

Prostitution 12 Alaskan cities indicated that open and flagrant 

Is Returning commercialized prostitution has returned in many 
communities. 


During the war, when prostitution throughout the nation reached 
an all-time low, members of the *‘racket’’ predicted that as soon as 
peace returned prostitution would flourish again in many cities. Some 
based their opinions on word alleged to have been received by the 
vrapevine from local authoritative sources. Others claimed that while 
they had received no real assurance of a tolerant policy they had been 
long enough in ‘‘the business’’ to know that history would repeat 
itself. 

The reopening which has taken place was in most cases a slow 
process. Many underworld characters were satisfied with the pace, 


realizing, as they put it, ‘‘You got to creep before you can walk’’. 


The so-called *‘creeping’’ began back in 1945, when the war ended. 


It gained pace slowly through the years 1946 and 1947, until by the 
end of 1948 approximately 38 per cent of the cities surveyed were 
found tolerating ‘*bad’’ conditions while 12 per cent more had to be 


rated as **poor.”’ 


However, where unsatisfactory conditions exist now, 

Some they differ as day from night in comparison with 

Improvement those which were seen prior to World War I, and in 

ls Noted the early and late twenties. Extensive red light dis- 

tricts have been eliminated. Brothels formerly har- 

bored ten to twenty inmates; today they seldom have more than two 

to five, in many instances but one. Panderers, instead of boldly and 

flagrantly accosting and soliciting trade for prostitutes, now operate 

circumspectly. Streetwalkers, too. are far less numerous, and much 
more clandestine in their operations. 


The modern counterparts of the sexually promiscuous females who 
flaunted their activities in the saloons of prewar days, and in the 
speakeasies of the prohibition era, operate in a more covert manner 
now. This is not only because they fear detection and arrest, but also 
because proprietors of present day bars, grills and night clubs realize 
that the old order of things has changed, and conditions comparable 
to those of twenty vears ago will not be tolerated by the authorities. 
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It is a source of great encouragement that larger 

Community cities have held the line against the racket, and only 

Action in a very few instances were there indications of possible 

Needed break-throughs. In the main, where unsatisfactory eon- 

ditions have been found to prevail, the communities are 

small, ranging in size from five thousand to a hundred thousand 
population. 


The good conditions in the large cities are due to better police 
systems, better courts and more highly organized publie opinion and 
action groups, especially in the form of social hygiene societies. 


Where **‘bad”’ or ‘‘poor’’ conditions prevail it is not the result of 
faulty or inadequate legislation, but due to lethargy on the part of 
citizens who, if they had the will to do so, could stimulate remedial 
measures. 


Most of the communities where unsatisfactory prosti- 
A Stumbling- tution conditions have recently been found to prevail 
block to have military significance. That is, these cities and 
National towns are close to Army camps, Air Force installations 
Defense or Naval establishments. 


It has been conclusively proved by many Association studies in 
past years that a tolerant policy towards prostitution in communities 
thus situated is detrimental to the health and moral welfare of mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces stationed nearby. This fact was confirmed 
anew last summer, when the Division, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Public Health Service as elsewhere stated extended its studies into 
the Territory of Alaska, surveying twelve cities. The data obtained 
proved definitely that the tolerant attitude of most of these Alaskan 
cities towards prostitution activities had without doubt an unfavorable 
effect on the health and morals of troops stationed in the Territory. 


A study of the Women’s Court in New York City was 
Towards made to determine the present procedure in handling 
Better Laws of cases involving sex delinquency.* The study will 
and Court = serve it is hoped as a blueprint for the establishment 
Procedure of a specialized court in Los Angeles. 


Technical supervision was given to the preparation of the 1946 
supplements of Digest of Laws and Regulations relating to the Preven- 
tion and Control of Syphilis and Gonorrhea in the Fortuy-e ight Ntates 
and the District of Columbia, and the Digest of State and Federal 


Lau's de aling with Prostitution and othe i Neer Ons nNSES, 


* Women Sex Offenders in New York Courts. Bascom Johnson. JOURNAL OF 
Soctat HYGIENE, March, 1949. 
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The Division also kept abreast with the progress of the American 
Bar Association's Committee on Marriage and Divorce. It reported 
the plan of the Bar Association’s Committee, which envisions special 
courts with socialized laws, a prototype being the juvenile courts which 
exist in many communities of the several states. Courts for marital 
problems would endeavor to diagnose and treat, and to discover the 
fundamental cause and then bring to bear all available resources to 
remove or rectify such cause. 


At the June meeting of the Board of Directors of the Association 
unanimous approval was obtained to join with the Bar Association 
in urging the President of the United States to appoint a Commis- 
sion on Marriage and Divorce. 


Although three-fourths of the states now have laws 

State Laws providing for protection of marriage and babies from 

to Guard syphilis by means of laws requiring premarital and pre- 

Family Life natal examinations for this disease, four of the 48 states, 

plus the District of Columbia, the Territory of Alaska, 

and the Island of Puerto Rico have neither of such provisions. Six 

other states and the Virgin Islands have no premarital examination 

law. Two staies have laws furnishing only partial protection for 

brides and grooms. Another six states do not provide for prenatal 
examinations. 


In response to widespread interest in these laws the Division 
assisted the Editors of the JouRNAL oF SocraL HlyGieNe in prepar- 
ing for publication in November a Special Number reviewing current 
premarital and prenatal legislation, with maps, charts, tables and 
other useful data. This is now being reprinted for continued refer- 
ence. A popular illustrated folder, State Laws to Guard Family Life 
has been supplied to a number of groups for publie education on the 
status and value of these laws. The Division has in process another 
article in the series on Premarital and Prenatal Laws in Operation, 
which undertakes a ten-year evaluation of results. 


DIVISION OF EDUCATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH 


The activities of this Division relate to two main aspects of the 
Association’s program: (1) Education for Family Life and (2) Publie 
Health and Medical Activities. The union of these two somewhat 
disparate programs is a ‘‘marriage of convenience’’, brought about 
by shortage of personnel and lack of funds and facilities to permit 
adequate separate development. 
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The Division’s Acting Director, in addition to other duties, in 1948 
has served in the following capacities: 


Clinical Professor of Public Health Consultant to the New York State 
Practice, Harvard University; Health Department ; 

Consultant to the Surgeon General of Consultant to the Office of Indian 
the Army; Affairs; 

Advisory Member, U. S. Interdepart Member of the Executive Committee, 
mental Committee on Venereal Dis National Social Welfare Assembly ; 
eases; Associate Editor, American Journal of 

Advisor to the National Level Armed Syphilis, Gonorrhea and Venereal 
Forces Joint Disciplinary Control Disease ; 

Board ; | Medical Editor, JourNaL or Socran 

Member of the Subcommittee on Ven HYGIENE. 
real Diseases, National Research 
Council; 


Family Life Education 
In line with the policy followed by the Association during the past 
few years, the Division's principal project in this field carried on in 
cooperation and with the aid of the U. S. Public Health Service, 
has been to encourage and aid colleges of education in incorporating 
in their curricula courses for teachers on personal and family living. 


In 1946 and 1947 this project resulted in the establish- 

Courses) = ment of such courses at the University of Utah. In 1948 

in the Rhode Island State College received the Association’s help 

Colleges in conducting courses designed to equip teachers in this 

field of edueation. The Association will also help to con- 

tinue these courses in 1949, after which it is anticipated the Rhode 

Island institution will be able to make them a permanent part of its 

curricula, thus providing a recognized center for social hygiene teacher 
training in New England. 

In addition to the planning and conduct of such courses, the Divi- 
sion serves as a clearing-house of information on courses in many other 
institutions, preparing such information regularly for publication in 
the JoURNAL or Socrin HyGtenr, and answering many special inquiries 
from persons anxious to secure special social hygiene training. 


A working committee of whieh Dr. William F. Snow is 

An Im- Chairman and Dr. Jacob A. Goldberg, Secretary, produced 

portant «during 1948 an important report on Education for Personal 

Report and Family Living as Applied to the Social Hygiene Field 

intended for teachers, colleges, and directors of school SVs- 

tems. This report, bringing together in one brief publication the 

venerally accepted principles of education in the field of social hygiene, 

has been widely distributed and weleomed 

As attested by our Publications Service, pamphlets 

Publica- and other publications on sex instruction of children 

tions and and preparation for marriage and parenthood are con- 

Corre- stantly in great demand. During the vear the Division 

spondence has studied the use of materials existing for this purpose 

and has considered future needs, with a view to filling 

the gaps. The hundreds of letters received from parents, teachers, 

college instructors and students serve as a measuring stick in sueh 
matters, representing 75 per cent of all requests for literature 
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The consultant staff assigned to educational field 

Educational = =owork lectured and conducted educational institutes in 

Institutes 21 communities during 1948. In addition this per- 

and sonnel attended and took part in all the important 

Conferences national meetings held during the year, including the 

National Conference on Family Life held in Washing- 

ton in May, and the annual meeting of the National Council of Family 
Relations in Chicago in November. 

As with the college courses, the Division furnishes a clearing-house 
service regarding institute programs, teaching outlines, bibliographies 
and special projects in this field. In 1948 Educational Notes, sum- 
marizing such information, have been prepared regularly for the 
JOURNAL OF SociaL HyGIEene. 


The broad new program of character guidance in 
Cooperating the armed forces is of special concern to this service 
with the and much time has been given by the staff to the 
New Approach development of this approach to sex education. 


Public Health Activities 


The most important unit of activity of this service in 
Graduate 1948. as during the past five years, has been the con- 
Training ducting of a two-months’ credit course on Venereal Dis- 
at Harvard = ease Control for the School of Public Health at Harvard 
University, with the supervision of student field work 
with the New York City Department of Health. The 1948 class 
numbered 32 men and women, of whom 31 were qualified physicians, 
the other students being qualified in other respects to study for the 
Master of Public Health Degree. Three students were officers of the 
U.S. Army and 15 were other American students. Fourteen came 
from other countries. 


About half of the course is devoted to the medical aspects of the 
five venereal diseases, especially considered as communicable condi- 
tions, and the remaining half to the public health administrative 
aspects of venereal disease control. The course exercises considerable 
influence in the United States and abroad as the students usually 
later rise to important positions of leadership. The contacts estab- 
lished with these graduate students are of great advantage in for- 
warding the broad objectives of the Association. 


Through this Division, the Association took an 
With Medical active part in meetings of the American Medical 
and Public Association, the National Medical Association, and 
Health the American Public Health Association, with exhibits 
Agencies and pamphlet distribution. An editorial was written 
for and published by the Journal of the American 
Medical Association on premarital examinations for syphilis. The 
study of serological tests for syphilis among industrial workers com- 
pleted in 1947 and presented graphically in an exhibit for physicians 
and public health workers, was published in 1948 in the Journal of 
Industrial Medicine and the JourN \L of SoctaL HyGienr, and given 
wide distribution. 
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The Los The report of the 1947 Social Hygiene Survey of Los 
Angeles Angeles County was prepared, presented as an address 
Survey to a large audience in Los Angeles, and later published 
Report in the JOURNAL OF SociaL HyGIene and widely distributed. 


One of the activities consuming considerable time of 

Medical the small staff assigned to medical and public health 

Information work is the day-to-day direction of the scientifie aspects 

Bureau of the Association’s work. This includes the review of 

all medical facts included in ASHILA publications, such 

as the new 1948 leaflet Get at the Roots of the Problem; the edit- 

ing of medical data in articles such as those prepared for the American 

Medical Association’s popular magazine Hygeia; and medical con- 
sultation service to affiliated and other agencies. 


When a popular article on venereal disease appears over the name 
of a statf member, or when the Association is mentioned in a widely 
read periodical, hundreds of letters from persons who fear they are 
infected pour into the national office. The pathetic helplessness of 
such persons when confronted with the fact or suspicion of VD, indi- 
cates that great ignorance still exists among thousands of people, and 
that although wonderful progress in public education is being made 
by health authorities and social hygiene societies, far more needs 
to be done at the ‘‘grass roots’’ level. It is for this reason that a 
considerable part of this Division’s effort goes into the preparation 
of popular articles on syphilis and gonorrhea for publication in 
widely circulated magazines. 


Another project whieh could pay valuable dividends, 

Enlisting if a larger trained staff were available for such work, 

the is direction of the attention of general medical practi- 

Practicing tioners through the nation to the latest medical and publie 

Physician = information regarding VD, and the more extensive enlist- 

ment of this important group in the campaign to stamp 

out syphilis and gonorrhea. This enterprise cannot succeed without 

their cooperation, and the ASHA is in a particularly good position 

to render them the necessary service, due to our exeellent relations 
with the medical profession generally 


DIVISION OF PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EXTENSION 


This Division is the voice of the Association. It speaks to the publie 
through every type of informational and educational media, carrying 
the social hygiene message to groups and individuals across the nation 
and around the world. The Division is responsible also for servicing 
the state and community social hygiene societies and committees, for 
aiding the establishment of new citizen groups, for supervising general 
field work, for arranging Association meetings and cooperative pro- 
grams with other national voluntary organizations. Still another 
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divisional duty is the production and distribution, through the Associ- 
ation’s Publications Service, of films, exhibits, pamphlets, books, and 
other materials.* 


The heavy stream of correspondence flowing in and out of the 
Division and the many visitors to ASHA headquarters reveal the 
favorable reaction to these services and their wide use. In 1948, 
7,500 letters went to community social hygiene groups giving advice 
and program suggestions. Ten times that many communications, 
75,000 by actual count, answered specific inquiries from other indi- 
viduals and organizations. 


These and other figures included here tell an impressive statistical 
story. But no statistics can convey an idea of the friendly coopera- 
tion and the cordial fellowship which are the most valuable products 
of this relation, and which constitute the durable fabrie of our common 
effort. 

Some of the Division’s outstanding 1948 activities were: 

1948’s National Social Hygiene Day was the twelfth 
Rallying to be jointly sponsored by the Association and the U. S. 
Point for Public Health Service. This annual event is the flag 
the Year's around which the year’s work rallies, and each year sees 
Work increased observance in other countries as well as in the 
USA. Between 5 and 6 thousand social hygiene meetings, 
large and small, were held during February in the 48 states, the 
District of Columbia, and in Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. Canada also held a nation-wide observance, the 
National Health League, the National Department of Health and 
Welfare and official and voluntary groups in all the Provinces join- 
ing in. Celebrations were held during February or later in the year 
in Mexico, in the Central American countries, in the Dominiean 
Republic, by Argentina and other South American nations. To help 
in planning and promoting these events the Division as usual prepared 
a special kit of Program and Publicity Aids. 
The Association’s Annual Meeting, held in conjunction 
ASHA's with New York City’s Social Hygiene Day observance 
35th was attended by over 1,200 people. Program high-lights 
Anniversary were an address by Major General John M. Devine on 
Social Hygiene at the UMT Experimental Unit at Fort 
Knor, and presentation of the William Freeman Snow Award to our 
newly elected president, Mr. Philip R. Mather. 
In addition to the many meetings, conferences and 
In Print— other events held in observance of Social Hyeiene Day, 
on the this occasion marks the vear’s peak in publie informa- 
Screen—on tion through the newspapers. magazines, the radio, mo- 
the Air tion pictures and other public educational channels. 
Millions of persons who never attend meetings are 

*To meet increasing and resulting volume of activity, a separation of work 
program is being made in 1949, to be carried forward as during the war years, 
inder (1) Division of Community Service and 2 Publie Informat on and 
Publications Service. 
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reached at this time through newspaper news and feature stories, 
through editorials, through radio broadeasts or special film showings. 
But Social Hygiene Day is only the springboard for further efforts. 
Throughout the year the Division maintains a constant flow of infor- 
mation through these channels with excellent results. Newspaper 
stories originating from ASILA occupied 6,000 inches of space during 
1948, and inquiries coming into the national office indicate that public 
information efforts through radio—and motion pictures, while not so 
easily measured, definitely hit the mark at which they are aimed. 


In line with good public relations procedure, news releases and other 
informational materials developed in the national office wherever 
feasible are made available for local release through state or com- 
munity social hygiene societies or other groups, so that all may benefit. 


One of the most effective methods of reaching the ‘‘grass roots”’ 
with sound social hygiene information is through the pages of popular 
magazines, especially those with iarge circulations. Among those 
telling various phases of the social hygiene story during 1948 were: 
This Week; Varsity Magazine; Woman’s Ilome Companion; Ladies 
Home Journal, Hygeia, and the Woman’s Press. Most of these 
articles were written by professional writers with the cooperation 
of ASHA statf. Some were prepared entirely by ASHLA. Circulation 
of these publications totals over thirty millions. 

Special articles were also prepared during the year for numerous 
professional periodicals, including the Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Association, for the American Druqgist, and for the Nelson 


Enewe lopedia and the 1919 Social Work Year Book. 


Service to the States and Communities 


There are now about 250 voluntary state and community societies, 
committees or other social hygiene groups cooperating with the Assovi- 
ation, and a first duty of the ASILA Community Service is to see that 
these groups are kept informed of new developments, and to secure 
among all concerned the ** mutual acquaintance and sympathy’ which 
ASILA founders stated as a chief purpose. 


To this end, after careful studies begun in 1947, the Board of 
Directors in December 1948 amended the Association’s By-Laws to 
increase the number of Board members by 15 Directors elected to 
represent social hygiene interests in 15 regions, designated for this 
purpose and including the whole area of the United States. The 
amendments also created a new class of Society Membership to be 
called **Chapters’’ of the Association. Affiliated societies meeting 
high qualifications on application may become Chapters, and the 
Chapter or Chapters in each region have the privilege of nominating 
the Board member from that region. The purposes of these amend- 
ments are (1) to encourage affiliated societies to attain and maintain 
a high quality of services, and (2) to give such societies as Chapters 
a more direct voice in the government of the Association. It is antiei- 
pated that in 1949 many social hygiene societies and committees will 
become Chapters of the Association 
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During 1948 a new state social hygiene society was organized in 
Indiana, and new community societies started work in Birmingham, 
Alabama, in Langston, Oklahoma, in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and 
in Rockville, Maryland. 


For these affiliated groups the Division regularly pro- 

Special vides special services. Among these are the monthly 

for Social mimeographed Program Notes, containing advance news 

Hygiene on social hygiene events and publications and other infor- 

Executives mation of particular and immediate use. Each year the 

Division arranges for the executive ofticers of these socie- 

ties a special conference of several days duration, an occasion of 

almost equal importance with Social Hygiene Day, since this meeting 
is the start of plans for the next ‘* Day’s’’ nation-wide observance. 


The 1948 Conference of Social Hygiene Executives was held at the 
end of March in New York, and in response to advance requests from 
the delegates, was made the occasion for a critical examination and 
evaluation of the so-called ‘‘Kinsey report’? on Serual Behavior in 
the Human Male. In the course of the three-day program an audience 
of several hundred professional leaders heard and took part in diseus- 
sion by distinguished authorities regarding the findings of this study 
as they relate to various aspects of social hygiene education and action. 
The Proceedings of this symposium, later published by the Assoeia- 
tion under the title of Problems of Serual Behavior,* have been hailed 
as highly authoritative and of definite practical guidance to social 
hygiene workers in their own approach to the Kinsey report and in 
their response to the inquiries of others. 

One of the most important and influential means of 
With the — extending the social hygiene program is through the state 
National and local branches of other national voluntary organiza- 
Voluntary tions which regularly cooperate with the Association. At 
Agencies” present about 300 such national agencies are working 
with us on special or general programs, and the Division 

is the liaison ofticer for these activities. 


An effort is made to participate so far as possible in the annual 
and other meetings of these national groups, and to arrange joint 
projects for use of publications and materials. Important conferences 
at which ASILA was represented or for which exhibits or special pro- 
grams Were prepared during 1948, included : 


National Conference of Social Work National Congress of Parents and 
American Medical Association Teachers 
National Medical Association National Association of Biology 
International Association of Chiefs of Teachers 

Police National Conference on the Edueation 
National Sheriffs’ Association of Teachers 
American Public Health Association National Council on Family Relations 
National Conference on Family Life 

*Contributors inelude: George W. Corner, M.D.; Jule Eisenbud, M.D., Clyde 
V. Kiser, John W. Riley, Jr., Fowler V. Harper, Margaret Mead, the Rev. John M. 
Cooper, 8.T.D., the Rev. Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., Carle C. Zimmerman, John R. 
Heller, M.D., Lawrenee Frank, Helen Judy-Bond and the Rev. Otis Rice. 144 pp. 


$1.25 postpaid. 
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Although the chief emphasis in field work during 1948 
General has necessarily been related to our assignment for National 
Field Defense, it has been possible to furnish a fair share of the 
Service general field service requested. The record shows 229 
visits to 193 USA communities, all types of social hygiene 

work being represented in the purposes and services concerned, 


In the course of this field service 30 special addresses were prepared 
and given by ASH A representatives before state and community con- 
ferences or other audiences. 


The ASHA Publications Service 

During 194s the Association's monthly periodical pub- 

The Journal lications, the JourN\L oF Socian Hygiene and the 
and SoclaL HyGiene News, went to an increasing number 
the News of members and friends, including a sizable group of 
libraries and agencies in other countries. Special distri- 

bution is made of both these publications to Army, Navy, and 
Air Force ofticers concerned with venereal disease control at National 
Defense headquarters at Washington and in the field. The JourNAL’s 
influence has also been extended through circulation of its articles 
in preprint and reprint form, and overseas through microfilms pre- 
pared by the British Roval Medical Society and other cooperating 


Ss, 


Among JOURNAL contents which have attracted especial interest 
during the vear are: a series on Reeent Developments in Army and 
Civlian Health Programs, including the article by Major General 
Devine mentioned above; a report on International Aspects of the 
Ve nereal Disease Probl a by Drs Thorstein Guthe of the World 
Health Organization and John C. Hume of Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health: a review by the ASHILA Edueation Committee on 
Education for Personal and Family Living, edited by Dr. Jaeob A. 
Goldberg; a study of GI Student Family Life, by Howard and Sylvia 
Bahar Ennes. and a summary of the current status of state laws 
requiring premarital and prenatal examinations for syphilis. 


The News in brief concise form has brought all types of social 
nformation to its readers (ff special interest were the issues 
announcing the National Defense project, and the Social Hygiene 
Day Announcement, which summed up 11 vears’ gains against VD 


JOURNAL distribution for the vear totaled 27.600 copies and News 


tity COED 


Social hyeie ‘ational materials were in active 


Books, demand during 194s. Total distribution of books, pam- 
Pamphlets pliets and leaflets was almost S00.000 copies, and this 
and circulation could be inereased many times over if stocks 
Leaflets permitted. Among items most frequently requested are 

the inexpensive leaflets such "ormula for Family Life 
Education: Ilow Should You Tell Your Chil thout Nex? TTealth for 
Your Baby and You: Why a Blood Test? and Questions and Answers 


F ,*) ) ‘ a 
rout Syph sand Gonorrhea 
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A number of new popular pamphlets and leaflets have been pub- 
lished during the vear and several others are in process. Among 
those already in circulation are Dates and Dating, a pamphlet for 
young women by Mrs. Esther Emerson Sweeney of the ASHA staff, 
published and distributed in cooperation with the YWCA Woman’s 
Press; Boys on the Beam—the Etiquette of Dating, a companion 
leaflet to the popular Dating Do’s and Dont’s for Girls published 
some years ago and widely used: Get at the Roots of the Syphilis 
Problem, a four page leaflet summing up the current status of the 
VD campaign and showing how it is supported by the broad social 
hygiene program. 


Two special-purpose publications just released for popular eduea- 
tion are a new leaflet for drug-store distribution, Your Pharmacist 
Asks You to Help Stamp out VD, and a new tabloid-style You and 
Your Health, planned for industrial groups. 


The Publications Service produced and promoted three new book 
publications during 1948. New supplements were published for both 
the Digest of Prostitution Laws and the Digest of Venereal Disease 
Laws, bringing these compilations up to January 1, 1947. ‘‘Social 
Hygiene Book of the Year’? was Problems of Sexual Behavior, the 
Proceedings of the ASITA symposium on ‘‘the Kinsey report’’, 
described elsewhere in these pages. Now on the press is A Psychiatric 
Approach to the Treatment of Serual Promiscuity, a four-year report 
of the work of the Psychiatric Service of the San Francisco VD Clinic. 


Two important new exhibits were produced and shown 

Social during 1948. Serologic Tests for Syphilis in Industry 
Hygiene consisted of drawings. photographs, charts and explana- 
Exhibits = tory literature dealing with the progress of efforts to pro- 
vide serologic tests for syphilis for protection of industrial 

workers’ health. These efforts were traced from 1929 to date, inelud- 
ing the results of three ASILA inquiries on ‘‘blood testing in 
industry’? in 1929, 1941 and 1947. The exhibit also outlined recom- 
mended practices in such projects. This exhibit was introduced at 
the Annual Convention of the American Medical Association in Cleve- 
land in June, and was later shown at several other important meetings. 


Association Services and Program was the theme of another new 
graphic presentation, developed for first showing at the American 
Public Health Association in Boston in November, and now. being 
given further circulation. 


The Association’s documentary talking motion picture 

Motion films continue to be in demand, and to be unique in their 
Pictures field. There has been special call during 1948, for the 
and Film) Spanish versions of With these Weapons—the Story of 
Strips Syphilis and Plain Facts about Syphilis and Gonorrhea, a 
quantity of new prints being requested by the Institute of 
Inter-American Affairs of the U.S. State Department for addition to 
the ASH A films already in circulation in other American countries. 
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In 1949 the Publications Service hopes to make available a number 
of inexpensive new graphic educational tools for display at state and 
community meetings, and as teaching aids for classroom use. 


LIAISON OFFICE FOR INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL HYGIENE 
AGENCIES AND ACTIVITIES 
Liaison Office activities, under the general direction of the Com- 
mittee on International Relations and Aetivities, have proceeded 
during 1948 in accordance with the program approved by the Board 
of Directors. These activities may be summarized as follows: 
Special services have been given to the United Nations 
United Secretariat, the Commissions on Status of Women, on 
Nations Iluman Rights, the Social Commission, and to the Special- 
Liaison ized Agencies, the World Health Organization, UNESCO, 
the International Labor Organization and the International 
Children’s Emergency Fund. Continuous liaison service has been 
provided to WHO through the New York Technical Liaison Office 
and the WHO Headquarters in Geneva, by personal interviews and 
correspondence. 


Cooperation has been maintained during the year 
International through assistance to the Union's president, Dr. 
Union against William F. Snow; through operation of the Union's 
the Venereal Regional Office for the Americas; and generally as 
Diseases the Union’s U. S. member agency. The U.S. delega- 

tion to the 1948 General Assembly of the Union in 
Copenhagen, in September, included two ASILA representatives. The 


Regional Office assisted in preparing the documents which served to 
secure approval of the Union for WHO “official relationship,’’ which 
action means that WHO looks to the Union as the international non- 
governmental agency in the field of social hygiene. 
In 1948 field trips were made by two Association 
Field Service representatives to the following countries: Denmark, 
and England, France, Germany, Haiti, Jamaica, Nether- 
International lands and Switzerland. During the first half of the 
Conferences vear, previous to his return to France, service was 
continued for the Union’s treasurer, who had com- 
pleted a year’s tour through the Americas. The International Liaison 
Office has sent delegates or otherwise participated in thirteen interna- 
tional meetings during the year, including 
Third Pan American Congress of Conference of International Non-Gov 
Ophthalmology ernmental Organizations, United 
Sixth Annual Conference of the Nations 
United States-Mexico Border, Pub Conference of Religion for Moral and 
lic Health Association Spiritual Support of the United 
First Session, Committees of the Nations 
International Union against the International Congress on Mental 
Venereal Diseases Health 
Fourth International Conference f 1948 General Assembly, International 
Social Work Union against the Venereal Diseases 
Second Central Ameriean Conference Second Session, Expert Committee on 
on Venereal Diseases Venereal Infections, World Health 
Fourth International Congress on Organization, United Nations 
Tropical Medicine and Malaria First Pan American Congress on Phar- 
Pacifie Regional Conference ) mney 
UNESCO 
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Thirty-eight distinguished visitors from twenty-one coun- 

Visitors tries have come into the oftice during 1948 for counseling, 

from program-planning, materials and introductions to strategic 

Other persons. These visitors included United Nations officials, 

Lands national leaders in the field of dermatology and syphilology, 

educators, social workers, and representatives of national 

Ministries of Health, and of national and international voluntary 
agencies. 


Requests have been filled during the past year for 

Publications information, advice, publications, films, and other mate- 

and rials from individuals and agencies in sixty-five different 

Materials countries. Important among these is the provision of 

to 65 the JOURNAL OF SociaL HYGIENE and the SociaL HYGIENE 

Countries News and kits of Social Hygiene Day Program and 

Publicity Aids for 108 Information Centers operated 

by the U. 8. State Department, the U. S. Army, and by the United 
Nations in every part of the world. 


DIVISION OF MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCE 


1948 marked the second complete year, since the close of the 
National War Fund, in which the Association depended wholly on 
voluntary contributions, secured by efforts in local communities. 


These contributions came in the main from two sources: equitable 
quotas from community chests, or direct contributions gathered by 


prominent citizens through appeals. 


The number of individual gifts (7,553) which the 
Individual Association received for our program in 1948 was 
Contributions 7 per cent higher than in 1947, although when viewed 
in comparison with gross amounts, individual gifts 

decreased in size. 


Through our field staff, 92 mail campaigns were conducted, inelyd- 
ing a campaign in the Greater New York Area, with the volunteer 
assistance of approximately 139 people who gave of their time and 
efforts to help us raise funds. 


Historically, the <Association’s policy has been to 
Chests support federated endeavors both in program and 
Gave More finance. 1948 marked the continuation of this policy 
Money and the Association was included in 63 Community 
Chests for an amount of $84,579.25, representing a 

14 per cent increase in financial return as compared with 1947, 


As previously, the Association appeared before the National Budget 
Committee in a review of our 19458 program and needs, and secured 
from that non-partisan body approval of our program plan and 
financial requirements. These approved reports were sent to all Com- 
munity Chests and on this basis, the Association requested inclusion 
in the respective local Chests. 
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As stated earlier in this report, the Association, in response 

The to Government request, reactivated its National Defense pro- 

USO eram during the last half of 1948, and arrangements were 

completed with the United Service Organizations to finance 

this Association project. This arrangement is similar to that which 

existed between ASHA and USO from inception of the latter organ- 
ization in the early forties. 


In Oregon and New York, where ASILA is closely 

Cooperation = identified program-wise with the respective state Tuber- 

from the TBs culosis and Health agencies, came a financing develop- 

and Health ment which was in line with the Association’s poliey 

Agencies of federation. In Oregon, the Tuberculosis and Health 

Association assumed responsibility for that state’s 

share of ASHA financing: in New York the State Tuberculosis and 
Health Committee assumed partial responsibility. 


The vear 1948 was marked by a most hopeful develop- 

Trends in ment in federated financing—establishment of the Michi- 

Federation gan United Health & Welfare Fund to raise funds for 

those national and state agencies whose work is of value 

to the citizens of Michigan. The Association is a participating ageney 

in this Fund. In other states, developments of this type are in 

process but they have not erystalized as vet into actual eampaign 
structure, as now exists in Michigan 


In 1949 


The Association will endeavor, as it has for the past 

Separate two vears, to secure an increase in the number of 
Solicitations separate contributions in those areas in which we are 
not included as a member of the local or state chest. 

The philanthropic picture for the year ahead, so far as voluntary 
agencies are concerned, is not too rosy but the support which the 


Association has won in the past should enable us to hold our gains 


The Association on policy continues practising fed- 

Community erated finance by appearance before the National Budget 

Chests Committee and by formal applications to local ecommu- 

nity chests. It seems probable that in the year ahead, 

the Association will become a participating agency in a larger number 
of chests with commensurate financial returns. 


The Association’s nation-wide membership now includes 

ASHA about 22.500 persons and the number of progressive men 

Members and women who are thus aiding the social hygiene move- 
ment in the states and communities steadily increases 
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SOCIAL HYGIENE, THE CITIZEN, AND THE UNITED NATIONS 


How the American Social Hygiene Association Provides a Two-Way 
Channel between the American Public and the 
UN International Program 


ed by the ASHA Committee on Internationa 


Relations and Activities 


World-wide acceptance and practice of social hygiene principles 
are essential elements, all nations agree, in safeguarding the health 
of the people and advancing their welfare. Every citizen benefits 
from social hygiene efforts. Every citizen has a place and a respon- 
sibility in the program to promote such efforts. 


The American Social Hygiene Association, during thirty-five vears 
of service as the national agency heading up citizen efforts in the 
United States, has steadily worked towards this international goal. 
From its organization in 1913 the Association has represented USA 
non-governmental agencies and interests in this field at world assem- 
blies and congresses, and has aided the continuing international pro- 
grams which have grown out of these gatherings. Sinee 1945, 
recognizing the postwar importance of re-establishing and strengthen- 


ing such programs—and realizing the great dangers which will arise 
from failure to do so promptly—the Association, through its Com- 
mittee on International Relations and Aetivities, has made every 
effort to cooperate with both official and voluntary agencies con- 
cerned, and especially with the United Nations planning and exeeutive 
units and the UN Specialized Agencies charged with social hygiene 


work. 
As indicated in the chart, these UN units include: 


The Economic and Social Council’s 
Commission on Human Rights 
Commission on the Status of Women 
The Social Commission 


The UN Secretariat’s 
Department of Social Affairs 
Division of Social Activities 
Division of Public Health Activities 
and 
Department of Public Information 


The UN Specialized Agencies 
UNESCO 
World Health Organization 
International Emergency Children’s Fund 
International Labor Organization 
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Today's Emergency Tasks 

While continuing to be concerned with international promotion of 
all phases of social hygiene, the Association at present concentrates 
on aid for two special aspects of the UN program: 


1. Assistance with the world-wide campaign against venereal dis- 
eases now being launched by the World Health Organization as a 
‘‘high priority’’ health problem, along with malaria, tuberculosis 
and maternal and child health. Social hygiene has special interest 
and responsibility in WHO efforts just being started, with two million 
dollars allotted by the Children’s Emergency Fund, to cut down 
the high prevalence of syphilis (studies show 50 per cent infected in 
some areas) among mothers and children in war devastated countries. 


2. Cooperation with the UN ECSOC Social Commission in plan- 
ning and with the UN Seeretariat’s Division of Social Activities in 
carrying out efforts based on practical international agreements 
among the national governments to secure united action against com- 
mercialized prostitution and traftie in women and girls. Special 
service has been given to the UN in drafting these agreements, and 
in helping to set up in the United States and elsewhere small ‘‘work- 
ing parties’’ to study national conditions and to make recommenda- 
tions for international procedure. 


How the Association Is Working for International Progress 
The Association has gone about this international job in such 
Ways as these: 


1. By helping the International Union against the Venereal Dis- 
eases to re-establish its headquarters oftice in Paris after the war, 
and by operating for the Union since 1946 in the ASHA office in 
New York City, a Regional Office for the Americas. 


2. By representing the Union and social hygiene interests generally 
at United Nations meetings at Lake Success, Geneva and elsewhere, 
and in connection with year-round UN activities. Two ASHA staff 
members are accredited as official representatives to UN. 

3. By special assistance to the Union in securing the status of 
‘official relationship’? with WHO, following the latter’s formal 
organization last summer. At the recommendation of the WHO 
Expert Committee on Venereal Diseases, the WHO Executive Board 
approved such status, and the Union is now established as the inter- 
national non-governmental organization to which WHO looks for 
counsel and cooperation in building public opinion and _ securing 
citizen participation in the world-wide VD eampaign. Union mem- 
bership now represents 45 countries, the ASHA being the United 
States member. 


!. By advising groups in other countries (1) directly on their 
request by mail or through their visits to ASITA headquarters, and 
”) through the USA State Department, regarding social hygiene 


programs and methods. 
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5. By providing, insofar as budget limitations will permit, the 
JOURNAL OF SociaL HyGrene, the Soctan Hygiene News, books, films, 
pamphlets and other social hygiene publications and materials to 
persons and groups in other countries. An important contribution 
is being made by permitting the microfilming of Association publi- 
cations for libraries and through sending materials to the 105 Informa- 
tion Centers conducted by the US Army”in occupied countries, by 
the USA State Department in war devastated countries, and by 
the UN itself in 12 countries not otherwise reached. 


The United States in the World Social Hygiene Picture 

The United States has much to offer other nations for social 
hygiene progress: ‘‘know-how’’—of latest methods of mass attack 
on syphilis; of ways and means of studying and combating commer- 
cialized prostitution and of securing good laws for health and social 
protection; of providing recreation facilities and encouraging wise 
use of leisure time; of planning for good housing and improving 
other economic and social conditions which lead to sexual promiscuity 
and delinquency; of promoting education for wholesome and strong 
family life and in bringing the public to understand, use and support 
all these measures and activities. 


Now Is the Time! 

Now, as never before, there is challenging need to share this **‘know- 
how’’ and related information. United world action in_ practical 
application of what we now know about VD and how to combat its 
spread can accomplish rapid progress in reducing these infections 
as a world-wide menace to family health. Unity in working towards 
long-range social, moral, and educational goals can achieve gains 
of even greater importance for family welfare and stability. 


"Of the People, by the People, for the People .. ." 

To ensure success, all of these efforts must press forward together. 
All must have the clear understanding and active support of the 
people, everywhere, not only as to benefits to be gained for them- 
selves in their own countries, but for humanity the world round. 
In the United States, through the facilities and arrangements pro- 
vided by the Association, any citizen now has the opportunity of 
making proposals and participating in this world program. Con- 
versely, officers and staffs of these agencies may reach the citizen. 


The American Social Hygiene Association stands ready to serve 
you in this scheme for better world acquaintance and cooperation. 
May we urge you through exchange of publications, correspondence 
and by every other feasible means to strengthen the bonds with 
social hygiene friends and agencies in other countries, to the advance- 


) 


ment of our common cause? 








NATIONAL EVENTS 
ELEANOR SHENEHON 


Director, Washington Liaison OU fice 
American Social Hygiene Association 


USO Continues Support of ASHA National Defense Activities.— 
The ASHA is happy to inform its contributors, members, affiliates 
and friends that the National Defense Project, which was started 
in July of 1948, with the financial assistance of the USO, has been 
continued for at least the first six months of 1949. 


This service, which was originally requested by the Interdepart- 
mental Committee on Venereal Disease, and has been repeatedly 
requested by military and governmental officials, is proving very 
etfective in protecting the health and moral welfare of our young 
men how in service. 


The very logical arrangement with the USO marks the continuance 
of the same type of relationship which the two organizations have 
enjoyed ever since the establishment of the USO in the early 40s. 


Civilian Responsibility to the Armed Forces.—W hat services should 
be provided by civilian communities to insure the welfare of the 
men and women of the nation’s military establishment? <At the 
request of the Reorganization Committee of the United Service 
Organizations the National Social Welfare Assembly recently under- 
took to answer this question in the following statement, published 
here as being of especial interest to community social hygiene workers 
and as including social hygiene objectives and work methods. 


Basic CONSIDERATIONS 


The people of the United States carry a broad responsibility for 
the welfare of the men and women of the nation’s military establish- 
ment. This is because the military establishment is created by the 
people for the security of the nation. 


In the nation’s self interest, therefore, the members of the armed 
forces must be fit spiritually, morally, physically, emotionally, intel- 
lectually and by training for their duties as members of the nation’s 
security force. They must be free from worry about themselves and 
problems at home. In these matters the members of the civilian 
community will wish to be good neighbors and friends to the mem- 
bers of the armed forces. They will be concerned with making 
military service a constructive experience for the individual. 


The military establishment itself carries the basic responsibility 
of the training and well-being of its members. It houses, clothes, 
feeds, and gives medical attention to them. It is concerned with 
their spiritual welfare, their intellectual interests, their leisure time, 
their physical well-being. It provides for these interests within the 
military reservation and in cooperation with the civilian community. 


SU 
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The civilian responsibility in this military necessity is to supple- 
ment and cooperate with the military establishment itself, to be 
good neighbor and friend to the members of the armed forces, and 
to stand by in helpful counsel and service to the families back home. 
The civilian responsibility is to the men and women of the armed 
forces and to their families. It is discharged both on and off the 
military reservation, and in the field, both in the zone of the interior 
and the theatre of operations. The civilian services to the armed 
forces must go with the armed forees wherever they are. 


The best interests of the military establishment call for the devel- 
opment in all aspects of the best possible human relations among 
the members of the armed forces and the civilian community. 


The civilian community must stand by the members of the armed 
forces from induction to discharge, and must assist in meeting the 
veteran’s problems that arise from service in the armed forces. 

Responsibility rests upon the civilian community for advice to 
the military establishment. The civilian community must under- 
stand and support the military establishment it creates. 


CIVILIAN SERVICE ON THE RESERVATION OR IN THE FIELD BOTH IN THE 
ZONE OF THE INTERIOR AND THE THEATRE OF OPERATIONS 
Staff service on personal and family problems. 

Communication service with the home and home community. 
Staff social service and recreation service to the hospitalized. 


Cooperation with the military establishment in orientation of 
the inductee to military duty; in its welfare, recreation, char- 
acter guidance, spiritual, and educational services (civilian 
cooperation and supplementation in the educational program 
is vital) ; and in its promotion of high standards of sex conduct. 


Citizen leadership and the services of civilian volunteers in 
the foregoing services, primarily in the zone of the interior. 


Citizen interest and participation in obtaining provision by the 
government of adequate housing on reservations for members 
of the armed forees and their families. 

Staff service to assist the members of the armed forces to avail 
themselves of government rights and benefits, and to prepare 
for discharge. 


Service to families and individuals living on reservations. 


‘IVILIAN SERVICE IN THE THEATRE OF OPERATIONS EXCLUSIVELY 
(Field operations as distinguished from leave areas 
and areas of the rear) 
Cooperation through staff and program services in fixed recrea- 
tion facilities and services within military reservations or areas. 





JOURNAL OF SOCIAL HYGIENE 


Cooperation through staff and program services in, or, on 
request of military commanders, the operation of mobile recrea- 
tion facilities and services assigned to military units or military 
reservations. 


CIVILIAN SERVICE IN THE LEAVE COMMUNITY 


Anywhere in the world where leave is taken or members of the armed 
forces and their families are in transit and volume justifies) 


1. Organization of the community for such wholesome services as 
recreation, hospitality, home visitation, religious worship, edu- 
cational and hobby interests, sight seeing. 


Information services on travel, housing, community activities 
(commercial, governmental and voluntary), referral to social 
welfare services. 

Operation of club, lounge, and other recreational facilities as 
volume and need requires. In theatres of operations, provi- 
sion of staff and program services in facilities provided by 
the military establishment. 


Service on personal and family problems to the man, his family, 
and his friends. 

Citizen participation in community services and in cooperation 
with military authorities for services on military reservation. 


Citizen participation in insuring adequate public health and 
medical services. 


Citizen participation in obtaining housing at fair rates for 
members of the armed forces, civilian employees, and their 
families. 

Cooperation with military and civilian authorities in suppres- 
sion of prostitution and other forms of vice, in control of the 
abuses of alcohol, and in the elimination of other unwholesome 
and unhealthful conditions through adequate enforcement of 
the law. 


CIVILIAN SERVICES IN THE Home COMMUNITY 


Cooperation with publie and military authorities in preparation 
for effective induction into military service. 


Services to the members of the armed forces and their families 
on personal and family problems. 


Preparation for the discharge of members of the armed forces, 
and services to veterans to facilitate effective return to civilian 
life, including assistance in obtaining government rights and 
benefits and in meeting problems and needs arising from service 
in the armed forces. 
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UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT OF THE ARMED FORCES 


Civilian effort should be directed in local communities, in the states, 
and in the nation through all channels and media to obtain full 
and proper understanding of the mission of the armed forces and 
civilian services to the armed forces. 


The effectiveness of the military establishment as the security arm 
of democracy is dependent upon the understanding and sympathetic 
support of the members of the armed forces and the civilian popu- 
lation alike. 


In an introductory note to the above statement the Assembly 
says, ‘‘Many of the proposed services are now rendered by existing 
government and voluntary organizations. This report does not 
attempt to assign services to organizations or to allocate respon- 
sibility as between public or voluntary services.”’ 


National Council on Family Relations Holds Annual Meeting.— 
Three hundred persons met in Chicago November 26-28 for the 1948 
annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations to con- 
sider such questions as current research in human relations and 
national and international developments in the field of family rela- 
tions. In both the general sessions and committee meetings, through 
which the Council worked, major emphasis was placed on marriage 
counseling in colleges and in communities. Also, it was urged 
throughout the conference that professional workers keep in close 
touch with lay groups and use terms readily understood by laymen. 


A report setting standards for acceptable and recognized marriage 
counselors, drawn up by the joint subcommittee on standards for 
marriage counselors of the National Council and the American <Asso- 
ciation of Marriage Counselors, was presented by Dr. Abraham Stone, 
chairman. The report, setting forth requirements under the heads 
of academic training, professional experience and personal qualifica- 
tions, was not acted on by the Council. The conference closed with 
decisions to reorganize and expand the organization, to foster com- 
munity-level ‘‘cross section’? councils and committees to study family 
needs and to develop state and regional affiliates. 


The Council, composed of 3,000 members, with twenty-five state 
or regional affiliates and one Canadian affiliate, will hold its 1949 
meeting in New York City. Dr. Mabel Grier Lesher, ASHA Educa- 
tional Consultant, represented the ASHA at the meeting. 


Former USPHS Surgeon General Hugh 8S. Cumming Dies.—Dr. 
Cumming, retired Surgeon General of the U. S. Public Health Serv- 
ice, died December 20 in Washington, D. C., at age 79, after more 
than a year’s illness resulting from a stroke. 


Head of the USPHS for sixteen years, 1920-1936, under five 
presidents, Dr. Cumming’s administration established the service 
in its present-day form. THis career started almost simultaneously 
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with the development of modern public health methods, founded 
on the great advances in preventive medicine and sanitation achieved 
in the late nineteenth century. Under his leadership the USPHS 
developed a modern quarantine system, established a national 
leprosarium in Louisiana and developed a nation-wide system of 
farms for rehabilitation of narcoties addicts. 


Dr. Cumming also worked for world-wide health, serving as Director 
of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau for more than twenty years 
and as U. S. delegate on the Permanent Committee, Office Interna- 
tional d’Hygiene Publique. 


Dr. Cumming was the 1944 recipient of the William Freeman Snow 
Award for Distinguished Service to Humanity, conferred by the 
American Social Hygiene Association. His activities in the field 
of social hygiene began in 1917 when he promoted a VD control 
program while serving the Navy as Adviser in Sanitation. He 
was also a sponsor of the U. S. Interdepartmental Social Hygiene 
Board. At the 1919 Cannes Conference of health authorities Dr. 
Cumming, with officers of the ASHA, drew up plans for the inter- 
national attack on VD which led to studies and programs by the 
League of Red Cross Societies and other organizations. As Surgeon 
General his support of VD control activities continued. 


National Advisory Committee on Education of Negroes Revived.— 
Federal Security Administrator Oscar R. Ewing announced Decem- 
ber 26 the revival of the National Advisory Committee on the 
Education of Negroes, following recommendation for Committee 
reactivation by Acting Commissioner of Education Rall I. Grigsby. 
Dr. Ambrose Caliver, Office of Education Specialist for Higher Edu- 
cation of Negroes, will again direct the Committee’s aetivities and 
twenty-six inter-racial leaders in different educational fields form 
its membership. The revival of the Committee, organized in 1930 
to advise the Office of Education on special Negro problems, is deemed 
advisable in light of increased interest in educational opportunities 
for Negroes throughout the United States. 


Training and Research Stipends in Mental Health Offered by U. S. 
Public Health Service.—The USPHS, to implement the National 
Mental Health Act which was passed in 1946, is now making avail- 
able training stipends for a limited number of graduate students 
in psychiatry, clinical psychology, psychiatrie social work and psy- 
chiatric nursing. The majority of these are administered by institu- 
tions collaborating in the USPHS training program and application 
must be made to them. 


For a list of these institutions or further information about the stipends write 
to the U. S. Publie Health Service, Washington 25, D. C., or to U. S. Government 
Printing Offiee for booklet, Training and Research Opportunities under the 
National Mental Health Act, Mental Health Series No. 2, No. 0-793902. Price 
10 cents. 
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Dr. Foard Appointed Health Director of Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
—William Zimmerman, Jr., Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
has announced the appointment of Dr. Fred T. Foard of the U. 8. 
Public Health Service, as Director of Health, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, effective October 1, 1948, succeeding Dr. Ralph Bb. Snavely, 
director since 1945, who will return to the USPHS. The policy of 
appointing as Indian Service medical director a man with Publie 
Health Service experience has been followed since 1926 and has 
resulted in improved professional standards, according to Mr. 
Zimmerman. 


Dr. Foard, with many years experience as district health officer 
in the Rocky Mountain and Pacific Coast states, goes to the Indian 
Service with considerable personal knowledge of public health prob- 
lems of the Indians in western states. Most recently he was Director 
of Publie Health in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 


Aubrey Mellinger Named Head of Civil Defense Office —Aubrey 
Ii. Mellinger, a Chicago resident and former president of the Illinois 
Lell Telephone Company, on December 2 was appointed Director of 
the Office of Civil Defense Planning by Secretary of Defense James 
Forrestal. He succeeds Russell J. Hopley * who temporarily assumed 
the duty last spring of directing the formulation of the civil defense 
plan for national security. 


Mr. Hopley’s report to the Secretary of Defense, Civil Defense 


for National Security, containing 301 pages of text plus seventeen 
organization charts, has been published recently and is for sale by 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washineton 25, D. C., for $1.00. 


Dr. Ferree Heads Public Health Unit of Heart Association.—Mr. 
A. W. Robertson, chairman, board of directors, American Ileart 
Association, recently announced the appointment of Dr. John W. 
Ferree as director of the Association’s public health division. In 
this capacity he will assist local groups to expand and maintain 
cardiac services throughout the country and will direct the field 
staff now engaged in program development and community 
organization. 


Dr. Ferree was former Indiana Health Commissioner and during 
World War II was in charge of the Navy’s VD Control Section, 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. More recently he served as 
Director of the ASHA Division of Edueation and Special Projects 
and as Associate Director, National Health Council. 


*See JOURNAL OF SoctaL HyGIenef, June, 1948, page 268, 
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Dr. Aufranc To Be Assistant Chief of VD Division, USPHS.—The 
appointment of Dr. Will H. Aufrane as Assistant Chief of the 
LSPHS, VD Division, Washington, D. C., oftice, effective December 1, 
has been announced by Surgeon General Leonard A. Scheele. Dr. 
Aufrane sueceeds Dr. Joseph S. Spoto who has been assigned to the 
Service's Office of International Health Relations. 


A specialist in VD control, Dr. Aufrane has been VD Consultant 
in the San Francisco Publie Health Service District Office (serving 
California, Oregon, Washington, Nevada, Arizona, Alaska and 
Hawaii) since 1946 and previously had served as control officer in 
Portland, Oregon and Columbus, Georgia. Prior to entering the 
Public Health Service in 1942, Dr. Aufrane was with the State 
Health Board in Jefferson City, Missouri, as epidemiologist and 
VD Control Officer. 


Harvard School of Public Health Cffers Course in VD Control.— 
A two-months’ credit course on Venereal Disease Control will be 
conducted April 11—June 4 at the Harvard University School of 
Public Health by Dr. Charles Walter Clarke, Executive Director, 
ASH A, and Clinical Professor of Public Health Practice, Harvard 
University. About half the course will be devoted to the medical 
aspects of the five venereal diseases, especially considered as com- 
municable conditions, and the remaining half to the public health 
administrative aspects of VD control. Additional supervised stu- 
dent field work will be offered in the New York City Department 
of Health for those who desire practical experience. The course 


is open to physicians and others qualified to study for the Master 
of Public Health Degree. For further information write to the 
Dean. School of Public Health, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 


Current Events and Dates Ahead 


February 20-27 Brotherhood Week, sponsored by National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. 


March 16-18 National Society for Prevention of Blindness annual confer- 
New York ence. Theme: The Battle Against Blindness—the Next Forty 
Years. 


March 8 New York Tuberculosis and Health Association annual con- 
New York ference. Papers to be presented on various phases of social 
hygiene, tuberculosis work, and health education. 


April 3-10 National Negro Health Week 35th observance. Health 
objective is: Cooperate with your health agencies and your 
neighbors for better health and sanitation in your community. 


April 24-30 American Pharmaceutical Association annual convention. 
Jacksonville 
Florida 





NEWS FROM THE STATES AND COMMUNITIES 
ESTHER EMERSON SWEENEY 


Director, Division of Community Servicer, 
American Social Hygiene Association 


Missouri: 700 Take Blood Tests in St. Louis Neighborhood Sta- 
tions.—The Missouri Social Hygiene Association’s continuing pro- 
gram for education regarding venereal diseases * showed gratifying 
results when blood stations set up in selected areas in St. Louis 
brought in 700 applications, following education to induce the taking 
of voluntary blood tests. Among the 46 government and voluntary 
groups which aided in the preliminary program of setting up neigh- 
borhood stations were hospitals, churches, schools, social agencies, 
newspapers, radio stations, City Health and Recreation Departments, 
industries and women’s groups. 


One of the unusual publicity methods used in the educational 
program this past summer was open-air film showings in parks and 
playgrounds. Between 800 and 900 teen-agers and adults saw these 
VD films and stayed to hear talks by local leaders and to hear 
records. Other mediums of publicizing the loeal blood test stations 
and the need for the tests included newspaper and radio publicity, 
house-to-house visits, literature in stores and industries, letters, word- 
of-mouth and announcements from pulpits. So far, blood test sta- 
tions have been set up in a private hospital, a mission, a public 
bath house and a social center. Further blood test stations will be 
opened in hospitals and community centers, to continue through 
May, 1949. 


New York: Dr. Ramsey, Former State VD Control Officer, Dies.— 
Dr. George H. Ramsey, former director of communicable diseases 
division of the New York State Health Department and an inter- 
nationally known epidemiologist, died November 30 in a Saranac 
Lake, New York, sanitarium where he had been a patient for several 
months. He was 57 vears old. 


Dr. Ramsey was director of the communicable diseases division, 
New York State Health Department, from 1933 to 1938 when he 
became Westchester County Health Commissioner. He was an 
early advocate of laws requiring physical examinations as a_pre- 
liminary to marriage in New York. 


Ohio: Columbus Food Handlers Survey Proves Good VD Case- 
Finding Medium.—A communicable disease examination of more 
than 14,000 food handlers by the Columbus, Ohio, Health Depart- 
ment proved to be an excellent VD case-finding medium, according 


*See JOURNAL oF Social HYGIENE, October, 1948, page 221 for account of 
educational campaign. 
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to a report in the October, 1948, Ohio Publie Health. The survey, 
undertaken for the protection of the public and the individual, for 
case-finding and for demonstration and education, was preliminary 
to a new regulation requiring that all food handlers have health 
permits. Examinations included blood tests, inspection of skin and 
mucous membrane, chest X-rays and complete morbidity history. 
Among the more than 14,000 blood tests, 970 were found to be posi- 
tive or doubtful, indicating the possibility of syphilis. Follow-up 
revealed that 383 of these persons had received some treatment, but 
453 others were referred either to private physicians or clinies as 
a result of the survey. 


The survey was carried out by local medical personnel under the 
supervision of Dr. Ollie M. Goodloe, Columbus Health Commis- 
sioner, and with the extensive cooperation of several community 
agencies. .A publicity campaign, handled for the Health Department 
by Community Health Services, a Community Chest health education 
ageney, was conducted simultaneously. 


Ohio Social Hygiene Council Hears ASHA Executives at Annual 
Meeting.—** The armed services are using moral weapons more 
than mechanical to fight venereal diseases,’” Dr. Walter Clarke, 
ASHLA Executive Director, told the 250 or more persons attending 
the joint meeting of the Ohio Social Hygiene Council and the Ohio 
Health Department, held in Columbus, November 17, as a part of 
the 58th annual state Welfare Conference. 


Dr. Clarke described the present National Defense Establishment 
plan of emphasizing character guidance and maintenance of high 
sex standards among the armed forces as part of the effort to pre- 
vent venereal infection, pointing out that under this plan the provost 
marshal branch of the Army and Air Force and the disciplinary 
branch of the Navy, together with chaplains of all services, are 
equally as concerned as medical officers with the problem. 


Philip R. Mather, ASILA president and a native of Cleveland, 
introduced Dr. Clarke and spoke briefly on the Association’s work. 
Orel J. Myers, a member of the ASILA Board of Directors and a 
Dayton resident, also took part in the program. 


Following the general session, the Council held its annual business 
meeting. .A new constitution was adopted and the following officers 
elected: President, Dr. Hl. H. Williams, Dayton Health Commis- 
sioner; Vice-President, Damon A. Turner, associate executive sec- 
retary, Community Corporation, Youngstown; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Earl O. Wright, Division of Vencreal Diseases, Ohio State Health 
Department. 


Members elected to the Executive Committee were: Mrs. Donald 
Held, Akron; Dr. Robert N. Hoyt, Cleveland: Dr. C. J. Paule, 
Toledo, and Mr. Roy E. Dickerson, Cincinnati. Dr. Hoyt continues 
to serve the Council as secretary. 
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Utah: Ogden Law Enforcement Responds to Newspaper Editorial.— 
The effectiveness of well planned newspaper publicity in a com- 
munity’s social hygiene program was evidenced recently when 
sheriff's deputies raided five prostitution houses, arresting sixteen 
girls and 5 men within a few hours after the following editorial 
appeared in the Ogden Standard Examiner on Friday, November 12. 


A Visir with A YounG Man wirnh a Toven Jos 
“We have just had a visit with a young man who has the tough 
job of trying to induce public officials in military centers to repress 
prostitution in the interest of military defense, public safety and 
public health. 


His name is Patrick Kelley, a veteran of the recent war, a specialist 
in community organization, who is the field representative in eight 
western states of the American Social Hygiene Association, of which 
Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur is the honorary president. 


When the United States undertook its peace-time draft, the army, 
navy and air force agreed that the young men of the services were 
entitled to receive the social protection their parents expected them 
to enjoy. So the national defense establishment invited the social 
hygiene association to revive the useful activities the association 
performed in the war period. Mr. Kelley is in the field to persuade, 
and educate and inform in line with the association’s defense pro- 
gram which ineludes: 


1. To advise the national defense establishment in matters per- 
taining to civilian community education and the repression of 
prostitution. 


2. To supply confidential information about prostitution in com- 
munities close to military establishments. 


3. To encourage citizens to support good law enforcement, social 
treatment and individual health education through the home, the 
chureh and the school. 


Mr. Kelley doesn’t look, talk nor act like a ‘‘reformer.’’ His 
approach is from the health and social welfare position. The armed 
forces know that where prostitution flourishes the venereal disease 
rate is high. When prostitution is repressed the VD rate drops. 
Furthermore, communities which wink at illegal prostitution nourish 
rings of malefactors who conduct other unwholesome enterprises that 
breed deterioration and corruption in the communities, creating an 
environment antagonistic to defense, health, morale and efficiency. 


Mr. Kelley wanted to know how our community will react to the 
kind of program the American Social Hygiene Association is 
undertaking. 

What's the answer to that question?” 

The editorial was prepared by Darrell J. Greenwell, the Examiner’s 
executive editor. 
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Michigan Issues Statement on Policies and Program in Social 
Hygiene Education.—To help the many interested agencies and indi- 
viduals reach understanding and action, the Health Education Com- 
nittee, Michigan Curriculum Planning Committee of the Department 
of Public Instruction, recently prepared a statement on this topic. 
The report, issued jointly by the Michigan Department of Public 
Instruction, the Health Department and the Mental Health Depart- 
ment, appears in the October issue of Michigan Public Health. 


Covering such principles as the purpose, goals and methods of social 
hygiene education, the report stresses the fact that instruction should 
be a continuing process to meet personal needs as they arise, and 
places responsibility for a child’s early social hygiene education on 
the home, the school and other community agencies sharing later. 
‘rhe aims of social hygiene education at each stage of personal develop- 
ment and at various school levels are outlined, from nursery school 
through junior high school, secondary schools, colleges and adult 
zroups. The statement also stresses the qualifications of teachers, the 
need for continuous cooperation of interested agencies, and leadership 
on their part in promoting community action for better environmental 
conditions. 

For further information write to any of the three departments mentioned 
above, all located in Lansing, Michigan. 


New York State Conference on Parent and Family Life Education 
in Schenectady.—Seven round-table discussion groups, with leaders 
in parent and family life edueation participating, and evening sessions 
open to the public, were features of this fifteenth annual conference, 
held in Schenectady, November 17-19, 1948. Sponsored by the State 
Education Department and the Parent Education Committee, and 
assisted by the Related Activities Council and the Schenectady Board 
of Edueation, the meeting was attended by 150 professional and lay 
leaders 


The two-hour daily round-table discussions, followed by demon- 
strations of techniques, covered such subjects as Organizing and Con- 
ducting Parent and Family Life Education, Developing Cooperative 
Working Relations between Home and School, Working with Young 
People in Education for Family Living, Training of Leaders in Parent 
cnd Family Life Education, Family Counseling, Working with Parents 
of Preschool Children and Democratic Family Living. Life experi- 
ences of several Schenectady parents and young married couples 
cooperating in the conference were used as discussion background. 
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Howard W. Ennes, health educator, Erie County Health Department, 
Buffalo, was leader of a panel discussion of married couples, where 
he repeated his earlier success as moderator of a similar discussion * 
at the Social Hygiene Day Regional Conference held in New York 
February 4, 1948. 


The general public attending the evening sessions heard Dr. Ernest 
G. Osborne, Columbia University, and president, National Council 
on Family Relations, speak on Family Living Today and Mrs. Sidonie 
M. Gruenberg, Director, Child Study Association of America, on 
Satisfying Family Needs. In the closing session Dr. James L. 
Ilymes, Jr., State Teachers College, New Paltz, New York, sum- 
marized the work of the seven round-tables. 


Mrs. David ©. Prince, ASHLA Board Member and a member of the 
Schenectady Board of Education, took an active part in the conference. 


New York: Roscoe Holds Successful Family Life Institute.—7/« 
Case for Family Life Education was the theme of a Parent-Teacher 
Association meeting. held in Roscoe, New York, December 1, which 
drew the largest attendance in local PTA history. The meeting was 
the closing session of a three-day institute on family life education 
led by Dr. Samuel T. Robbins and sponsored by the Sullivan County 
Health Association. Following the meeting, which was attended by 
all members of the Board of Education, many Kiwanis Club mem- 
bers and 225 parents, the PTA passed a resolution ‘‘to organize and 
service a study group in family life education (parents meeting six 
or sixteen hours if necessary) and to purchase a library for parents.’’ 


Talks on Problems of Growing Up were given separately to boys 
and girls during the first two days of the institute and on the fol- 
lowing day all students heard Dr. Robbins speak on Dear Hunting— 
Dating. The remainder of the institute was given over to a talk at 
a Kiwanis club dinver meeting and to conferences with school officials, 
including State Elementary Education Supervisor, Mr. Werner H. 
Reuf, and local school administrators and teachers. Discussions with 
the latter group centered around techniques and materials to be used 
in family life education. 


New York: Social Hygiene Courses Offered in Nursing Schools, 
Settlement Houses and Community Centers.—The Social Hygiene 
Committee of the New York Tuberculosis and Health Association 
has included in its fall, winter and spring educational program 
courses in social hygiene for faculty of nursing schools and personnel 
of settlement houses and community centers. 


For the faculty of schools of nursing, eight sessions will be given, 
covering Elements of Social Hygiene. Why and When to Marry, Mate 
Selection, Courtship, Engagement, Male Psychology, Female Psy- 
chology, and Economic Adjustments in Marriage. Courses are now 
being given at St. Luke’s, Lincoln and other hospitals 

*See JOURNAL OF SoctaL HYGIENE, October, 1948, page 323, for a report of 
this panel discussion. 
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Kight sessions will be given for workers in settlement houses and 
community centers on Preparation for Marriage and Family Living. 
Lecture subjects include So You Plan to Marry, Mental and Emo- 
tional Health for Men and Women, Courtship and Engagement, The 
Bodies of Men and Women—How They Function, Marriage in Modern 
Society, Management of the Home, Moral and Ethical Implications of 
Marriage and Parenthood and Harmony in Marriage and Parenthood. 


g¢, Committee Secretary, and a 
psychiatrist, home economist, sociologist, minister and physician. In 
some courses a lawyer may be asked to speak on the legal aspects of 


Lecturers are Dr. Jacob A. Goldberg 


marriage. 


For further information write to Dr. Goldberg, 386 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 16, N. Y. 


North Carolina Plans Family Life Education Program.—The North 
Carolina Social Hygiene Society in a recent issue of its magazine, 
Better Health, has made a preliminary announcement of plans now 
being made for a state-wide program on family life education, with 
the Society as the central unit. Further information will be forth- 
coming shortly. 


Pennsylvania: Dauphin and Perry Counties Report Progress in 
Social Hygiene Program.—The Tuberculosis and Health Society of 
Dauphin and Perry Counties, in cooperation with other local groups, 
conducted courses for parents and young people during the fall 
months and plans for several others, to be given in 1949, are now 


under way. A further fall meeting of interest was on Parental Neg- 
leet, at which the film, A Criminal Is Born, was shown through 
courtesy of the Pennsylvania State Medical Society. 


The marriage course, held in Edgemont in the latter part of Novem- 
ber, was planned as the result of interest shown by a teen-age group 
with which Mrs. Williams, the Sotiety ’s Negro health education secre- 
tary, meets twice a month to discuss health and personal problems. 
Consisting of four lecture-discussions on Dating and Going Steady, 
Lody and Soul, Saving and Spending and Till Death Do Us Part, 
given by local doctors and ministers, the course is to be repeated in 
other communities later on. 


Life with Children, the series of six meetings for parents held in 
liarrisburg, October 25-November 29, led by well-known speakers 
en family relationships, was attended by about sixty persons. Dr. 
Marjorie G. Morrison, a physician whose medical practice is directed 
entirely to marriage counseling, and who formerly did considerable 
work in family relations in the Detroit schools, served as discussion 


lade r 


In early 1949 the TB and Health Society plans to cooperate in 
offering courses for parents of adolescents, the courses to be planned 
by a committee representing various community agencies. Other 
plans for the new vear inelude organization of a committee that will 
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develop a health education program dealing with VD control and 
furtherance of social hygiene work in schools. 


This Society, with headquarters at 324 North Second Street, Harris- 
burg, has Clifford L. Fenton as president and Mrs. Henry W. Taylor 
as executive secretary. 


Rhode Island State College Announces Summer Courses in Social 
Hygiene.—During the 1949 summer session Rhode Island State Col- 
lege, in cooperation with the ASH A, will again offer two courses in 
Education for Family Life. to be condueted by Dr. Mabel G. Lesher, 
ASILA Educational Consultant. 


Part I, a Materials and Methods Course, is designed to meet the needs of 
administrators, teachers, school and public health nurses, social workers and 
leaders who seek training in the social hygiene aspect of education for personal 
and family living. It aims (1) to provide an appreciation and _ intelligent 
understanding of the role of the sex factor in the life of the normal individual, 
(2) to present principles and essential qualifications for those offering guidance 
in this field, (3) to present problems, graded projects and methods of sex- 
character education for pre-school and early-school periods, and (4) to give an 
understanding and practical handling of the physical, emotional and social prob- 
lems of behavior arising from the creative forces of adolescence. Consideration 
will be given to teaching programs and procedures for counseling on the high school 
level. The principles and methods are those recommended in the 19th Yearbook 
of the American Association of School Administrators and by the American Social 
Hygiene Association. 7% hours weekly. 

Part II, a Workshop Course, will aim (1) to enable students to make practieal 
application of methods presented in Part I, and (2) to gain experience in the 
development and presentation of individual programs according to the particular 
field of activity, with opportunity for class discussion and evaluation. Enrollment 
in Part II is open to all who have had or are taking Part IT. 71. hours weekly. 


Each course carries 3 credits. 


The Summer Session will be held July 5-August 12. For f er information 
write to Dr. Frank M. Pelton, Director, Summer Sehool, Rhode Island State 
College, Kingston, Rhode Island 


TWO NEW BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


COURTSHIP, MARRIAGE AND PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS, Federal Couneil of 
Churches of Christ of America, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. YY. 1948. 
15 cents. Annotated book list on Interpretation of Family Life, Aids to Christian 
Training and Family Devotions, Interpretation of Marriage, Home Management, 
Guidance of Childre n, Books for Young People, Aids for Church Le ade rs, Some 
Helps for Counselors and Background Books for Ministers and Other Leaders. 


SUGGESTED READINGS ON MARRIAGE AND SEX Eptcatrion For CHILDREN, YourH 
AND ADULTS. General Extension Division, University of Florida, Gainesville, and 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, 1948. Write to General Extension Division. 
805 Seagle Building, Gainesville, Florida. Free. Annotated book list elassitied 
for parents, professional workers, young people and children. 
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VD Education at Seven Michigan Fairs 


Last summer seven Michigan fairs had a new kind of ‘‘side show,”’ 
sponsored by the State Health Department whose Commissioner is 
Dr. Albert E. Heustis. The project, worked out in detail by Dr. John 
A. Cowan, Director, Bureau of Venereal Disease Control, and staff 
members, represented a new approach to VD education, a compromise 
between the staid professional approach and the provocative appeal 
of show business. A recent communication from Dr. Cowan’s 


office says: 


Adoption of the ‘‘earnival’’ approach is believed largely respon- 
sible for ‘‘pulling in’’ a total of 23,000 persons to see the exhibit 
at the State Fair in Detroit and at the county fairs in Ionia, Caro, 
Escanaba, Bay City, Marne and Ludington. Selection of these 
fairs for the showing was made on the basis of their annual total 
attendance of more than 1,200,000. The Michigan Health Depart- 
ment believes the 23.000 attendance figure is especially remarkable 
when it,is considered that the tent seated only 55 and that many 
people waited in line and in chairs provided outside the tent to 
see the exhibit. All who viewed the show received literature on VD 
and 20,198 filled out questionnaires aimed at evaluation of the exhibit 
as a casefinding project. 


The targets for VD education were determined to be a large 
proportion of persons attending the Fairs. 


Selection of the audience to be reached was made on the basis 
of statistics on VD ineidence for the state of Michigan. These 
showed clearly that VD information could most profitably be directed 
to (1) industrial and rural workers, (2) all persons between the 
ages of 16 and 25, and (3) all persons of the 16 to 25 age group 
with less than a 10th grade education. 


A common characteristic of persons in the 16 to 25 vear age group 
is a frank and continuing interest in sex. This indicated the advisa- 
bility of using a deliberately provocative front for the show and 
also pointed to the need of injecting into the barker’s spiel an 
indication that the show afforded an opportunity to satisfy the 
prevailing curiosity about sex. Following the traditional pattern 
of show business, it was to be expected that the show inside the 
tent would be a considerably modified version of what the ‘‘eustom- 
ers’? had been led to expect. Thus the tent flaps closed behind the 
flambovant appeal of a ‘‘sex show’’ to reveal a strictly professional, 
intensive VD educational program conducted scientifically and in 
the best of taste. 


However, it was onl’ after a plain-front scientifie approach was 
tried and proved unsuecessful that the ‘‘cearnival’’ technique was 
made a part of the poliey of the Michigan Health Department. 
When the front merely featured a VD exhibit. very few people 
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came in to see the show, and these were mainly professional persons— 
teachers, ministers, doctors—who were concerned with improving 
their professional, rather than personal, knowledge. Obviously, these 
persons were not from the segments of the population toward whom 
VD education, with the goal of finding cases and of preventing the 
spread of VD, should be directed. 


At a total cost of $840, equipment for the show consisted of a 
twenty-by-forty-foot tent, 55 chairs, an outdoor electric sign, and 
other miscellaneous exhibition equipment, including an amplifying 
system, a phonograph and a sound film projector, property of the 
State Health Department. The exhibit materials consisted of Know 
for Sure, a VD educational film loaned by the U. 8S. Public Health 
Service; Bad Blood Blues, a new VD recording also loaned by the 
Public Health Service; and six educational pamphlets supplied by 
the Health Education Institute—Solid Facts for Teen Age Folks, 
Syphilis, Its Cause; Gonorrhea, Its Cause; What Every Woman 
Should Know, and the Doc Carter venereal disease comics. 


Especially noteworthy from the standpoint of a VD control pro- 
gram is the fact that 55 per cent of the audience were between 
the ages of 15 and 30—the age group with the highest reported VD 
rate. Fifty-eight per cent of those attending the show had attained 
a 10th grade education. In the occupational groupings, a total of 
44.5 per cent consisted of skilled and unskilled workers. The occu- 
pational groupings of those in attendance at the exhibit, as compared 
to the 1940 State population are as follows: 

Per Cent 
Exhibit 1940 Census 

Professional and proprietors....... 12.0 
Skilled workers 31. 29. 
Unskilled workers ... : Bs. 
err 29. 
Students .. 3. 9. 
Other and unknown... 


0 100.0 


Audience reaction to the show, as indicated by spot-check inter- 
views of people from all walks of life, was almost entirely favorable. 
There were no unfavorable reactions from the medical profession 
nor from the clergy. A few persons frankly expressed their dis- 
appointment at not seeing something sensational and risque. On 
the whole, the results of this pioneering technique of VD education 
were thought satisfactory. With the lessons learned, an up-to-date 
film, a better location on the midway at each fair, and the provision 
of additional personnel to act as reliefs, the Michigan Health Depart- 
ment believes it will be possible next summer to furnish an even 
better demonstration of the *‘carnival’’ technique of VD education. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Under this head the JOURNAL OF SoctaL HYGIENE lists publications received 
and not reviewed. Those which fall sufficiently within its field and are of sufficient 


, 


importance to its readers to warrant comment will be reviewed in later issues. 


BOOKS 

Lier, ALFRED. Zhe Commonsense Psychiatry of Dr. Adolf Meyer. 1948. 
McGraw-Hill, N. Y. 677 pp. $6.50. 

LOWSLEY, OSWALD SWINNEY, M.D., AND KiRwIN, THOMAS JOSEPH, M.D. Urology 
for Nurses. 1948 (2nd edition). J. B. Lippineott Co., Philadelphia, London, 
Montreal. 687 pp. $6.00. 

Moorr, Don THOMAS VERNER, M.D. The Driving Forces of Human Nature and 
Their Adjustment, 1948. 461 pp. 

SapLer, WILLIAM S., M.D. A Doctor Talks to Teen-Agers. 1948. C. V. Mosby, 
St. Louis. 379 pp. $4.00. 

SHuLTz, GLADYS Denny. Letters to Jane. 1948. J. B. Lippincott Co., Phila- 
delphia. 224 pp. $2.75. 

SuvuLtz, GLADYS DENNY, AND HILL, LEE Forrest, M.D. Your Baby. 1948. 
Doubleday & Co., Garden City, N. Y. 278 pp. $3.50. 

Turner, C. E. Personal and Community Health. 1948 (Sth edition). C. V. 
Mosby, St. Louis. 565 pp. 

WIENER, Kurt, M.D. Skin Manifestations of International Disorders. 1947. 
C. V. Mosby, St. Louis. 690 pp. 


PAMPHLETS, LEAFLETS, AND REPORTS 


Annual and Special Reports 

APTER THREE YEARS. 1948 Annual Report, National Social Welfare Assembly, 
1790 Broadway, New York 19. 35 pp. 

1948 Facts Asour Nursing. American Nurses’ Association, 1790 Broadway, 
New York 19, N. Y. Contains data based on first authoritative post-war 
survey of U. 8S. nursing profession. 106 pp. 35 cents. 

THe National HEALTH Counci. aNpD Irs MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS, 1948, 
National Health Council, New York, N. Y. 51 pp. 


IN THE PERIODICALS 


Of General Interest 
BeTrer HEALTH, January, 1949. ‘‘ Happiness’? Courses in the State’s Colleges, 
Grey Fulghum. 
CoLiier’s, January 22, 1949. The Shame of Our Local Health Departments, 


Jac ns Poll if k. 


Sex Education, Marriage and Human Relations 

COSMOPOLITAN. October, 1948. Are Those Marriage Manuals Any Good?, Jean 
Libman Block. 

Look, January 18, 1949. The Wonder of Birth. 

MARRIAGE AND FaMILy LivinG, Fall, 1948. An Evaluation of Marriage Educa 
tion, Judson T. Landis; Training Teachers for Family Life Education in 
High Schools, Paul H. Landis; Dating, a Neglected Field of Study, Samuel 
Harman Lowrie; Good Will at Home, Alma C. Kelly. 

MICHIGAN Pustic Hearn, October, 1948. Social Hygiene Education, A State- 
ment of Policies and Program. 

PARENTS MAGAZINE, October, 1948. A Way to Better Parenthood; How to Get 
a Parents’ Group Started and Make It a Foree in Your Community, Kay 
Corbett: What Parents Can Learn from the Kinsey Report, O. Spurgeon 
English, M.D.. and Constanee J ‘oster: Common Sense About Comics, 
Katherine Clifford. 
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